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Passage Guide 
Faith in Action | Call of the Wild - Week 4 

James 2:14-26 
October 5, 2025 

 
MESSAGE SUMMARY 
 
James teaches that genuine faith is never idle; it transforms how we live. Saving faith is not merely intellectual agreement but an 
active trust in God that produces works. Real faith sets the priorities of our life: how we use our resources, how we commit to God, 
what we value most, and where we find our ultimate security. 
 
Big Idea: Real Faith Shows Up in Real Life 

(Our real life is evidenced by what we prioritize; faith sets the priorities for your life.) 
 

 
MAIN POINTS 

1. How we prioritize our resources 
James 2:14–17, Real faith meets practical needs, not just speaks kind words. 

2. How we prioritize our commitment to God 
James 2:18–19, Real faith is not just words or beliefs; it shows in obedience to God. Even demons believe but do not obey. 

3. How we prioritize what we value 
James 2:20–24; Genesis 22:1–19, Abraham’s faith was proven genuine by his willingness to sacrifice Isaac, showing that true 
faith values God above everything. 

4. How we prioritize our security 
James 2:25–26; Joshua 2, Rahab risked her life by trusting God rather than Jericho’s security. Real faith entrusts our life and 
future to God. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. What does James mean when he says “faith without deeds is dead” (James 2:17)? Possible Answer: James is not 
teaching salvation by works, but that true saving faith will always result in good works (cf. Ephesians 2:8–10). Works are the 
evidence of real faith. (Matthew 7:16–20; Galatians 5:6) 
 
2. Why do you think James emphasizes meeting physical needs (James 2:15–16) as an expression of faith? Possible 
Answer: Because love for God always shows itself in love for people. True faith moves us beyond words to tangible compassion 
for others (cf. 1 John 3:17–18; Matthew 25:35–36) 
 
3. What’s the difference between believing in God (James 2:19) and having saving faith in Christ? Possible Answer: 
Intellectual belief acknowledges God’s existence, but saving faith trusts, obeys, and loves Him. Even demons know God is real, 
but they reject Him. (Romans 10:9–10; John 14:15) 
 
4. How do Abraham and Rahab illustrate genuine faith? (James 2:20–26) Possible Answer: Abraham trusted God enough to 
obey even when it cost him greatly, and Rahab trusted God enough to risk her life for His people. Both show that true faith acts 
courageously. (Hebrews 11:17–19, 31) 
 
5. How can you demonstrate your faith this week in the way you use your resources, commitment, values, or security? 
Possible Answer: By intentionally meeting a need, choosing obedience in a hard area, putting God above personal comfort, or 
trusting Him instead of worldly security. (Colossians 3:17; James 1:22) 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
 
James’s warning is clear: faith that is only words or feelings cannot save. Real faith unites us to Christ, who lived the perfect life 
we could not, died for our sins, and rose again. We are saved by grace through faith in Him, not by works. But that grace 
transforms us, producing obedience, love, and good works. Are you trusting in Jesus? If not, repent from dead works and empty 
belief. Trust in Christ alone for salvation. He offers forgiveness, new life, and the Spirit who empowers you to live out your faith. If 
you are trusting in Jesus, examine whether your faith is active or idle. Repent where your faith has been only words. Believe 
afresh in Christ and let your faith overflow in works that glorify God and bless others.  
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 
Monday – Real Faith Meets Real Needs 
Key Verse: “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” (James 2:17) 
Reflection: Real faith is more than words; it shows up in how we care for others’ needs. Faith is proven genuine when it produces 
love in action. 
Application Question: Who in my life has a tangible need I could help meet this week? Possible Answer: I could bring a meal to 
a struggling family, help someone financially, or offer my time to support a friend in crisis. 
Prayer Response: Lord, help me to move beyond words into action. Open my eyes to someone I can serve today, and give me 
the courage to love as You loved me. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
(James 2:14–17; 1 John 3:17–18) 
 
Tuesday – Real Faith Goes Beyond Belief 
Key Verse: “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that and shudder.” (James 2:19) 
Reflection: Intellectual belief alone is not saving faith. Real faith is shown in obedience and devotion to God. 
Application Question: How am I tempted to settle for “knowing about God” rather than actively trusting Him? Possible Answer: I 
sometimes substitute knowledge of the Bible for obedience, but true faith is shown when I apply God’s Word. 
Prayer Response: Father, protect me from shallow belief. Help me not only to know Your truth but to obey it and live it out in daily 
choices. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
(James 2:18–19; John 14:15) 
 
Wednesday – Real Faith Values God Above All 
Key Verse: “You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did.” 
(James 2:22) 
Reflection: Abraham valued God more than even his son Isaac, showing his faith by his obedience. Genuine faith treasures God 
above everything. 
Application Question: What is one area of my life where God may be calling me to surrender control to Him? Possible Answer: I 
may need to surrender my career plans, financial security, or personal comfort to obey God’s call. 
Prayer Response: Lord, I confess that I often cling to things for security. Strengthen my faith so that I will value You above all 
else and obey You fully. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
(James 2:20–24; Genesis 22:1–19; Hebrews 11:17–19) 
 
Thursday – Real Faith Finds Security in God 
Key Verse: “In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to 
the spies…?” (James 2:25) 
Reflection: Rahab risked her life to trust God rather than her city’s walls. True faith finds security in God, not in worldly systems. 
Application Question: Where am I tempted to place my security apart from God? Possible Answer: I often look for security in 
finances, reputation, or health instead of fully relying on God. 
Prayer Response: Father in Heaven, teach me to place my ultimate security in You alone. Help me to trust You even when 
obeying feels risky. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
(James 2:25–26; Joshua 2:8–11; Hebrews 11:31) 
 
Friday – Real Faith Flows from Grace 
Key Verse: “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith… not by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8–9) 
Reflection: Good works do not save us; they are the fruit of the salvation we already have in Christ. Real faith flows from grace 
and results in obedience. 
Application Question: How can I remember this week that my works are a response to grace, not a way to earn salvation? 
Possible Answer: By daily thanking God for saving me through Christ, and then serving others out of gratitude rather than 
obligation. 
Prayer Response: Jesus, thank You for saving me by grace through faith. Let my life overflow with good works that reflect Your 
love and bring glory to You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
(Ephesians 2:8–10; Titus 2:11–14; James 1:22) 
 


