
Page 1 missiongrovechurch.com 

 

 

Passage Guide 
When to Pray | Call of the Wild - Week 8 

James 5:13-20 
November 2, 2025 

 
MESSAGE SUMMARY 
 
We live in a world full of distraction, discouragement, and spiritual drift and the enemy loves every bit of it. If he can’t destroy our 
faith, he’ll distract us from it. But there’s hope: the enemy doesn’t fear a perfect church; he fears a praying church. Because when 
God’s people pray, heaven moves, lives change, and faith is strengthened. 

James reminds believers that prayer is not a passive habit; it’s a powerful weapon. It is how we invite God into every 
chapter of life when we’re suffering, succeeding, sinning, or seeking. 

The goal of prayer is not to get what we want instantly, but to be transformed internally & eternally. Prayer reshapes our 
hearts to desire what God desires, teaching us to trust His timing, His wisdom, and His will. 
 

 
MAIN POINTS 
 
1. A Praying Church Is a Powerful Church 

“The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” (James 5:16b) 
§ Prayer is not passive; it’s powerful. It’s the believer’s lifeline to God’s strength, guidance, and grace. 
§ Real faith bends knees, restores lives, and brings wandering hearts home. 
§ A praying church doesn’t wait for perfect conditions; it prays in every condition. 
§ James 5:13–16; Ephesians 6:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18; Acts 4:31 

 
2. The Goal of Prayer Is Not Instant Gratification, but Eternal Transformation 

“Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalm 37:4) 
“You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” (James 4:3) 

§ Prayer is not a shopping list; it’s a way of life centered on God’s presence. 
§ The purpose of prayer is to align our hearts with God’s desires, not to demand our own. 
§ Prayer transforms us from the inside out, shaping our character and deepening our dependence on Him. 
§ The real miracle of prayer is not just what changes around us but what changes within us. 
§ James 5:17–18; Romans 12:2; Philippians 4:6–7; Matthew 6:9–10 
 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. Why is prayer so central to the life of the church according to James 5:13–20? What does this say about God’s 
character and design for His people? Possible Answer: Prayer keeps the church dependent on God’s power instead of 
human performance. It reveals a God who listens, heals, forgives, and restores through His people’s faith-filled prayers 
(Ephesians 6:18; 2 Chronicles 7:14). 

 
2. If the goal of prayer is not instant gratification but eternal transformation, how does that change the way we 

approach God in prayer? Possible Answer: It shifts prayer from being about getting results to becoming more like Christ. 
We begin to seek God’s will and character over our comfort and convenience (Romans 8:26–29; Matthew 26:39). 
 

3. How has God used prayer to transform your heart or attitude in a difficult season? Possible Answer: prayer hasn’t 
always changed my situation immediately, but it’s changed my perspective, teaching me patience, peace, and trust 
(Isaiah 26:3; Colossians 4:2). 

 
4. When you’re suffering or struggling, what’s usually your first response…worry, action, or prayer? How can you 

grow in choosing prayer first? Possible Answer: I often react instead of pray. Growth means learning to pause and 
seek God’s help before I try to fix things on my own (Psalm 34:17–18; Philippians 4:6). 

 

GOSPEL CONNECTION 
 
The power of prayer begins and ends with the gospel. We can only approach God’s throne because Jesus opened the way 
through His death and resurrection. “For there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5). 
Prayer connects us to the living Christ who intercedes for us, forgives our sins, heals our wounds, and restores our souls. 
If you are a believer: repent of prayerlessness, distraction, and self-reliance. Rediscover the joy of depending on the Lord in every 
moment. If you are not yet a believer: believe the gospel. Turn from sin and trust in Jesus Christ, who hears your prayer, forgives 
your sins, and gives you new life. “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:13) 
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DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 
MONDAY – “When You’re Suffering, Pray” 
Key Verse: “Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray.” (James 5:13a) 
Reflection: James begins with the simplest command: pray when you suffer. Prayer is not an escape from hardship; it’s the path 
through it. When you turn to God in your pain, you find not just relief, but relationship. God uses your suffering to draw you closer 
to Himself and to shape your heart to trust Him more deeply. 
Application Question: When I’m hurting, what’s my first response, panic or prayer? Possible Answer: I often try to fix things 
myself, but God invites me to pause and seek His help first. Prayer shifts my focus from what’s wrong to who is with me in it. 
Prayer Response: “Lord, when I suffer, remind me that You are near. Teach me to pray before I react, to seek Your presence 
more than a quick fix. Strengthen my faith through every trial, in Jesus’ Name, Amen.” 
(James 5:13; Philippians 4:6–7; Psalm 34:17–18; Moo, The Letter of James, Pillar NT Commentary, 2000.) 
 
TUESDAY – “When You’re Successful, Praise” 
Key Verse: “Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.” (James 5:13b) 
Reflection: Just as you pray in suffering, you must praise in success. Prayer isn’t only for pain; it’s also for gratitude. When life is 
going well, praise keeps your heart humble and your joy centered on God instead of yourself. Gratitude turns good moments into 
worship. 
Application Question: How can I practice giving God the glory when things are going right? Possible Answer: I can begin each 
day by thanking God out loud and acknowledging that every good thing I have comes from Him, not from luck or personal effort. 
Prayer Response: “Father, thank You for every blessing in my life. Keep me from pride or forgetfulness. May every victory lead 
me to worship, and every joy remind me that You are my source, in Jesus’ Name, Amen.” 
(James 5:13; Psalm 100:1–5; 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18; Blomberg & Kamell, James: Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the 
New Testament, 2008.) 
 
WEDNESDAY – “When You’re Sick or Struggling, Seek Support” 
Key Verse: “Let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” (James 5:14) 
Reflection: God never meant for you to face illness or weakness alone. Prayer within community especially with the elders and 
other believers reminds you that healing belongs to God and that you belong to one another. Sometimes, healing is physical; 
other times, it’s spiritual and/or emotional. Either way, prayer unites you in dependence on God’s power. 
Application Question: Who can I reach out to for prayer support when I’m weak or weary? Possible Answer: I can share 
honestly with a trusted believer (at the end of service) or pastor, inviting them to pray with me rather than isolating myself in 
silence. 
Prayer Response: “Lord, thank You for placing me at Mission Grove Church. Teach me to ask for prayer humbly and to offer it 
compassionately. May Your healing power and presence flow through Your people, in Jesus’ Name, Amen.” 
(James 5:14–15; Mark 6:13; Galatians 6:2; Douglas Moo, The Letter of James, 2000; John MacArthur, James: The MacArthur NT 
Commentary, 1998.) 
 
THURSDAY – “When You’ve Sinned, Confess and Pray” 
Key Verse: “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.” (James 5:16a) 
Reflection: Confession isn’t about shame; it’s about freedom. When you bring sin into the light and pray with others, God restores 
what guilt has broken. True community thrives on honesty, humility, and grace. Prayer in confession not only heals relationships 
with others but renews your fellowship with God. Bring the “stuff” out of the dark and into the light! 
Application Question: What sin or struggle do I need to bring into the light through confession and prayer? Possible Answer: I 
may need to confess bitterness, pride, or neglect of prayer itself trusting that God’s grace is greater than my guilt. 
Prayer Response: “Father, thank You that forgiveness is found in Christ alone. Give me courage to confess and humility to be 
restored. Heal my heart, and make me a person who prays for others with grace, in Jesus’ Name, Amen.” 
(James 5:16; 1 John 1:9; Proverbs 28:13; Kent Hughes, James: Faith That Works, 1991). 
 
FRIDAY – “When You Wander, Return” 
Key Verse: “My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back…” (James 5:19) 
Reflection: Prayer not only connects us to God; it sends us to others. God calls His people to intercede for those who’ve drifted 
from truth. The same grace that rescued you must compel you to pray for and pursue the wandering. Every time you help restore 
someone, you reflect the heart of Jesus, the Shepherd who never stops seeking His lost sheep. 
Application Question: Who in my life might be wandering from God, and how can I start praying for their return? Possible 
Answer: I can name one person specifically and begin praying daily for their heart to soften and ask God for wisdom to reach out 
in love. 
Prayer Response: “Lord Jesus, thank You for finding me when I was far from You. Give me a heart for those who’ve wandered 
away. Use my prayers, words, and love to bring someone back to You, in Jesus’ Name, Amen.” 
(James 5:19–20; Luke 15:4–7; Galatians 6:1–2; D.A. Carson, Becoming Conversant with the Bible, 2010; John Stott, The 
Message of James, 1984). 
 


