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MESSAGE SUMMARY

Jesus never called us simply to consume—He called us to contribute. God gives different gifts to His
people, but He gives us the same mission: building up the body of Christ. Ephesians 4 shows that
healthy ministry produces Christlikeness, conviction, and cooperation as every believer uses what
God has entrusted to them. Serving is not simply something mature Christians do; serving is one of
the ways Christians mature. What God produces in us becomes a blessing through us.

MAIN POINTS

1. Christ equips every believer for the work of ministry. (Ephesians 4:7, 11-12)

Christ gives leaders to the church not to do all the ministry themselves, but to equip the saints for
ministry. Consumer Christianity asks, “What am | getting?” Biblical Christianity asks, “What has Christ
given me to give?” Every disciple has a part to play.

2. Serving helps form us into mature disciples. (Ephesians 4:13—14)

Ministry produces Christlikeness and conviction. As believers serve, we grow toward the fullness of
Christ and become more spiritually stable—no longer tossed around by every changing idea. Serving
is not about filling a spot, but forming your soul.

3. The church grows when every part works together. (Ephesians 4:15-16) Healthy ministry
requires cooperation. As we speak the truth in love and each person faithfully uses their gifts, the
whole body grows and builds itself up in love. Spiritual gifts are not toys; they are tools used to build
the kingdom of God.

Big Idea: Healthy disciples produce fruit that benefit others.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. According to Ephesians 4:11-12, why did Christ give leaders to the church?

Possible Answer: Leaders are given to equip God’s people for the work of ministry and to build up the body of
Christ. Ministry belongs to the whole church, not just pastors or staff.

2. What is the difference between consumer Christianity and biblical Christianity?

Possible Answer: Consumer Christianity asks what the church can do for me. Biblical Christianity recognizes
that Christ has gifted and equipped each believer to serve others. The better question is, “What has Christ
given me to give?”

3. How can serving help you become more like Jesus?
Possible Answer: Serving develops Christlikeness by moving us beyond ourselves. God uses ministry to shape
our character, deepen our dependence on Him, and teach us to love and serve others (Ephesians 4:13).

4. Why does Paul emphasize that “each part” must be working properly?
Possible Answer: The church is a body, and every believer has a meaningful role. When each person uses
their gifts faithfully and works together, the whole body becomes healthier and grows in love (Eph 4:15-16).

5. What practical step can you take this week to use your gifts for someone else?
Possible Answer: Discover how God has gifted you, develop what He has entrusted to you, and deploy your
gifts by serving in the church, encouraging someone, meeting a need, or helping another person grow.

GOSPEL CONNECTION

The gospel reminds us that Jesus came not to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for
many (Mark 10:45). Through His death and resurrection, Jesus forgives our sin, gives us new life, and brings
us into His body, the church. We do not serve to earn God’s love; we serve because we have already received
His grace. Apart from Christ we can do nothing, but as we abide in Him, He produces fruit through us that
blesses others (John 15:4-5). If you have never trusted Christ, turn from your sin and place your faith in Him. If
you already follow Jesus, ask Him to show you how the grace He has given you can become a gift to someone
else.
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DAILY DEVOTIONS

Monday — Abide and Bear Fruit

Key Verse: John 15:5 — “Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears much fruit.”
Reflection: Fruitfulness begins with connection to Jesus. We do not manufacture spiritual fruit
through effort alone; Christ produces it as we remain connected to Him.

Application Question: What would it look like for you to intentionally abide in Jesus today?
Prayer Response: Jesus, keep me close to You. Produce fruit in my life that brings You glory and
blesses the people around me. Amen. (John 15:4-5)

Tuesday — Equipped to Serve

Key Verse: Ephesians 4:12

Reflection: Ministry is not reserved for a select few. Christ equips every believer to participate in
building up His church.

Application Question: Where might God be inviting you to move from consuming to contributing?
Prayer Response: Father, show me how You have equipped me to serve. Give me willingness to
use what You have given me for the good of others. Amen. (Ephesians 4:7, 11-12)

Wednesday — Formed Through Serving

Key Verse: Ephesians 4:13

Reflection: Serving is not only about what God does through you; it is also one of the ways He works
in you. As we serve, He forms us toward the character and maturity of Christ.

Application Question: How has serving others helped shape your character?

Prayer Response: Jesus, use every opportunity to serve as a way to make me more like You. Form
my heart as You work through my hands. Amen. (Ephesians 4:13; Mark 10:45)

Thursday — Anchored in Truth

Key Verse: Ephesians 4:14

Reflection: Mature disciples are not carried away by every new idea. Growing in Christ gives us
conviction and stability when the winds around us change.

Application Question: Where do you need stronger biblical conviction right now?

Prayer Response: Lord, anchor me in Your truth. Give me wisdom to recognize what is false and
courage to remain faithful to You. Amen. (Ephesians 4:14; Colossians 2:6-8)

Friday — Every Part Matters

Key Verse: Ephesians 4:16

Reflection: God'’s vision for a healthy church is not a few gifted people doing extraordinary ministry,
but every disciple faithfully doing their part. When each part works together, Christ grows His church
in love.

Application Question: What gift, ability, experience, or opportunity can you use to benefit someone
else this week?

Prayer Response: Father, thank You for giving me a part to play. Help me discover, develop, and
deploy what You have entrusted to me for the good of others and the growth of Your church. Amen.
(Ephesians 4:15-16)
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