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How Far Is Too Far ? | Week 3

VE Matthew 5:17-37 (Primary Passage)
HURCH September 27, 2026

MESSAGE SUMMARY

Jesus did not come to abolish God's Law but to fulfill it and reveal its true purpose. He shows that righteousness is not simply
about avoiding outward sinful actions; it begins with what is happening in your heart. Anger can lead to contempt, lust can lead to
objectifying others, unfaithfulness can damage the covenant of marriage, and dishonesty can destroy trust. Jesus calls you to stop
asking, “Where's the line?” and start asking, “What does love require?” And when you realize you have crossed the line, Jesus
offers grace that forgives your past and transforms your heart & future.

MAIN POINTS

1. Love chooses compassion over contempt (Matthew 5:21-26; Colossians 3:12—-15). Jesus moves beyond murder to the
anger and contempt that can grow in your heart. Every person has value because they are created by God. Love calls you to
pursue reconciliation rather than hold onto resentment.

2. Love does not use people; love honors people (Matthew 5:27-30; James 1:13-15). Jesus addresses not only adultery but
the lustful desires that can lead to it. Sin begins in the heart before it becomes visible in your actions. You should take sin
seriously and remove what repeatedly pulls you toward temptation.

3. Love fights for faithfulness (Matthew 5:31-32; Matthew 19:4—6; 1 Corinthians 7:10-16). Jesus points beyond the legal
process of divorce to God's design for covenant faithfulness. Marriage is more than a contract; it is a covenant to be honored. You
should take marital commitments seriously while extending grace and care to those who have experienced the pain of divorce.

4. Love does not manipulate; love is honest (Matthew 5:33-37; Ephesians 4:25). Jesus challenges the use of oaths and
promises as a way to make your words appear more trustworthy. Your character should give weight to your words. As a follower
of Jesus, your “yes” should mean yes and your “no” should mean no.

5. Grace forgives your past and transforms your future (John 8:7-11; 1 John 1:9; Romans 8:1). Jesus does not lower God's
standard, but He offers grace when you fall short. Grace does not excuse sin; it calls you to repentance and a changed heart &
life. Your failure does not have to be the end of your story. God wants to change your heart so that your future changes!

Big Ildea: When it comes to relationships, stop asking, “Where's the line?” and start asking, “What does love require?”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why does Jesus focus so much on the heart rather than only outward behavior? Possible answer: Because sinful actions
often begin with sinful desires and attitudes in the heart. Jesus wants to transform not only what you do but who you are
becoming. That's heart change! (Matthew 5:21-22, 27—-28; Ezekiel 36:26—27)

2. How do truth and grace come together in Jesus' teaching? Possible answer: Jesus does not minimize sin or lower God's
standard, but He offers forgiveness and transformation to those who repent and trust Him. (Matthew 5:17-20; John 8:10-11;
Romans 8:1)

3. Where are you tempted to ask, “How far is too far?” instead of asking, “What does love require?” Possible answer: |
may look for the minimum standard in a relationship rather than asking how | can honor, serve, forgive, or protect the other
person. (Matthew 5:21-24; Philippians 2:3-4)

4. Is there someone you are angry with, avoiding, using, dishonoring, or failing to speak truthfully to? What step toward
Christlike love could you take? Possible answer: | can pray for that person, confess my own sin, and take a humble step toward
reconciliation or honest conversation. (Matthew 5:23-24; Colossians 3:13-15)

GOSPEL CONNECTION

Jesus' teaching reminds you that God's standard reaches deeper than outward behavior; it reaches your heart. If you have never
trusted Christ, you cannot simply try harder to become righteous; you need the forgiveness and new life that Jesus provides.
Repent of your sin, turn to Jesus, and believe in Him. If you already follow Christ, remember that the gospel is still your hope when
you fail. Confess your sin, receive His grace, reconnect with Jesus, and take the next faithful step. Grace does not leave you
where it found you; it forgives your past and transforms your heart and future.
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DAILY DEVOTIONS

MONDAY — A Changed Heart

Key Verse: “| have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17)

Reflection: Jesus did not come to lower God's standard but to fulfill God's purposes and reveal what righteousness truly looks
like. Following Jesus is not simply about following rules; it is about allowing Him to transform your heart so that your life reflects
God's character. This is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit as you trust in Him to do that work.

Application Question: Are you more focused on following rules or becoming the kind of person Jesus is forming you to be?
Possible Answer: | can ask Jesus each day to change my heart, not simply help me avoid doing wrong. | want my obedience to
flow from love for God and others out of a transformed heart.

Prayer Response: Jesus, change my heart so that my words, choices, and relationships reflect Your character. Help me follow
You from the inside out. In Jesus' Name, Amen. (Matthew 5:17-20; Jeremiah 31:33; Ezekiel 36:26-27; Romans 12:1-2)

TUESDAY — Choose Compassion Over Contempt

Key Verse: “First go and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” (Matthew 5:24)

Reflection: Jesus teaches that sin is not only about what you do with your hands; it is also about what you allow to grow in your
heart. Anger, resentment, and contempt can damage relationships long before they become outward actions, so Jesus calls you
to pursue reconciliation and treat people with compassion.

Application Question: Is there someone toward whom you are holding anger, resentment, or contempt? Possible Answer: | need
to bring that person before God in prayer and consider what humble step | can take toward forgiveness, reconciliation, or a
healthy conversation.

Prayer Response: Lord, show me where anger or resentment has taken root in my heart. Help me see people as You see them
and choose compassion instead of contempt. Give me courage to pursue reconciliation. In Jesus' Name, Amen. (Matthew 5:21—
26; Colossians 3:12-15; Ephesians 4:31-32; Philippians 2:3—4)

WEDNESDAY — Love Honors People

Key Verse: “Everyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Matthew 5:28)
Reflection: Jesus reminds you that purity begins in the heart, not simply in outward behavior. Lust turns another person into an
object for personal desire, while biblical love recognizes that every person has God-given dignity and value.

Application Question: What thought, habit, relationship, or source of temptation do you need to remove or change so that you
can better honor God and others? Possible Answer: | need to identify what regularly feeds temptation and take a specific step to
remove it, replace it with something healthy, and seek accountability when necessary. And trust in God only to change you!
Prayer Response: Jesus, create in me a clean heart and help me honor others rather than use them. Give me wisdom to
recognize temptation early and courage to remove anything that repeatedly leads me toward sin. And trust in You only to change
me from the inside out. In Jesus' Name, Amen. (Matthew 5:27-30; Psalm 51:10; James 1:13-15; 2 Corinthians 3:18)

THURSDAY — Love Fights for Faithfulness

Key Verse: “Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” (Matthew 19:6)

Reflection: Jesus points beyond the legal question of divorce to God's larger design for marriage: covenant faithfulness. Whether
you are married, preparing for marriage, single, or walking through the pain of divorce, you can honor God's design by treating
commitment, faithfulness, and relationships seriously.

Application Question: How can you demonstrate greater faithfulness in one of your most important relationships? Possible
Answer: | can choose to keep my commitments, communicate honestly, forgive quickly, and serve the other person rather than
always asking what | can get from the relationship.

Prayer Response: Father, thank You for Your faithfulness toward me. Help me become a person who keeps commitments,
honors relationships, and loves others sacrificially. Bring healing where relationships have been broken and give me wisdom for
the relationships You have entrusted to me. In Jesus' Name, Amen. (Matthew 5:31-32; Matthew 19:4—6; Ephesians 5:25-33)

FRIDAY — Let Your Yes Be Yes

Key Verse: “Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No.” (Matthew 5:37)

Reflection: Jesus calls you to live with such integrity that your words can be trusted without manipulation, exaggeration, or
special promises. When your character matches your words, people do not need additional guarantees to know that you mean
what you say.

Application Question: Are there places where your words and your actions do not completely match? Possible Answer: | can
ask God to reveal where | have exaggerated, avoided the truth, made promises | did not keep, or used words to manipulate a
situation, and then take responsibility and make it right.

Prayer Response: Lord, make me a person of integrity whose words can be trusted. Help me speak truthfully, keep my
commitments, and never use my words to manipulate others. May my “yes” mean yes and my “no” mean no. In Jesus' Name,
Amen. (Matthew 5:33-37; Ephesians 4:25; Colossians 3:9—10; James 5:12)
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