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Passage Guide 
Answering the Call | Call of the Wild - Week 1 

James 1:1-16 
September 7, 2025 

 
 
MESSAGE SUMMARY 
 
James, the half-brother of Jesus who once doubted but later became a courageous leader of the church, writes to scattered 
believers who are enduring hardship. He reminds them that real faith doesn’t sugarcoat the wilderness; it strengthens us for it.  
 

 
MAIN POINTS 
 
James lays out three wilderness tests every follower of Christ will face: 
 

1. The Wilderness of Trials (Doubt) (James 1:2–8) 
Trials are not an accident; they are God’s training ground. They produce perseverance, maturity, and wholeness when 
met with faith. Wisdom from God helps us resist doubt and remain steady. 

 
2. The Wilderness of Treasure (Discontent) (James 1:9–11) 

Wealth is fleeting. The poor should lift their heads because of their spiritual riches in Jesus, and the rich should bow their 
heads, remembering that all wealth fades but Christ remains. True faith remembers that money is a tool, not a title, and 
identity is found in Christ, not possessions. 

 
3. The Wilderness of Temptation (Desire) (James 1:12–18) 

Temptation arises from disordered desires, not from God. Desire leads to sin, and sin leads to death. But God’s 
goodness, gifts, and grace lead to life. Believers are called to live as “first fruits” of His creation, reflecting His character. 

 
Big Idea: Real faith doesn’t sugarcoat the wilderness. 

Real faith strengthens you for the wilderness. 
 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
1. What trial are you currently facing, and how could you view it as an opportunity for perseverance and growth rather 
than defeat? Possible Answer: I’m facing job stress, but instead of only asking “Why me?” I can ask “What is God teaching me or 
showing me about my heart?” (James 1:2–4; Romans 5:3–5). 
 
2. James says if we lack wisdom, we should ask God in faith. What does asking in faith practically look like in your life? 
Possible Answer: It means trusting God’s character even when His timing or answers don’t align with my expectations.  
(James 1:5–6; Proverbs 3:5–6). 
 
3. How do wealth, possessions, or status try to shape your identity today, and how can you fight discontentment with the 
gospel? Possible Answer: I’m tempted to measure worth by financial security, but I must remember my worth is in Christ, not my 
bank account. (James 1:9–11; 1 Timothy 6:17–19). 
 
4. Where are you most vulnerable to temptation, and what steps can you take to minimize triggers and pursue God 
passionately instead? Possible Answer: I’m vulnerable to anger and harsh words. I need to ask for forgiveness from those I’ve 
hurt, ask God to cleanse me, and trust Him to transform me into Christlikeness. (James 1:13–15; Ephesians 4:31–32). 
 
GOSPEL CONNECTION 
 
James reminds us that trials, treasures, and temptations expose where our faith truly rests. On our own, we fail; we doubt God’s 
goodness, chase after fleeting riches, and give in to sinful desires. But the good news is that Jesus endured the greatest 
wilderness on our behalf. He faced trials (Hebrews 4:15), became poor so that we might become rich (2 Corinthians 8:9), and 
overcame temptation in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1–11). Through His death and resurrection, He offers forgiveness, new life, and 
the crown of life to all who believe. My friend, if you have been trusting in yourself, wealth, or desires to satisfy you, turn from them 
today. Repent and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. He alone will give you footing in trials, freedom from idols, and victory over 
temptation. Answer His call. 
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PERSONAL DAILY DEVOTIONS 
 
Monday – Joy in the Wilderness of Trials 
Key Verse: “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness.” (James 1:2–3, ESV) 
Reflection: Trials are not an accident but an opportunity. James reminds us that when we face hardship, God is shaping us into 
wholeness. Real joy does not deny pain but sees God’s purpose through it. 
Application Question: How can you choose joy in the middle of a current trial? 
Possible Answer: By remembering that trials grow perseverance and help me depend more on Jesus rather than myself. 
Prayer Response: Lord, help me to see trials not as punishments but as opportunities to grow. Strengthen me with joy that 
comes from knowing You are at work in my heart & life. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
(Sources: James 1:2–4; Romans 5:3–5; John Stott, The Message of James (IVP, 1984), 48.) 
 
Tuesday – Asking God for Wisdom 
Key Verse: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” 
(James 1:5, ESV) 
Reflection: Trials often bring confusion. In those moments, God invites us to seek His wisdom, not the world’s. True wisdom 
helps us see our situation from God’s perspective, trusting Him even when the way forward seems unclear. 
Application Question: What is one situation where you need to ask God for wisdom right now? 
Possible Answer: I need wisdom in my family decisions, and I must learn to wait on God’s timing rather than rushing ahead. 
Prayer Response: Father, I confess my need for Your wisdom today. Please give me clarity, patience, and faith to walk in Your 
ways. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
(Sources: James 1:5–6; Proverbs 2:6; Douglas Moo, The Letter of James (PNTC, Eerdmans, 2000), 58.) 
 
Wednesday – Wealth and Identity 
Key Verse: “Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will 
pass away.” (James 1:9–10, ESV) 
Reflection: Money and possessions are fleeting. The poor are exalted in Christ, and the rich are reminded of their dependence on 
Him. True faith does not measure worth by wealth but by belonging to Jesus. 
Application Question: How do you guard your heart from finding identity in wealth or possessions? 
Possible Answer: By remembering that money is a tool, not my title, and that my ultimate security is in Christ, not in what I own. 
Prayer Response: Lord, thank You for being my true treasure. Help me live with generosity, humility, and contentment in You. 
(Sources: James 1:9–11; 1 Timothy 6:17–19; John Piper, Desiring God (Multnomah, 2003), 161–165.) 
 
Thursday – Temptation and Desire 
Key Verse: “But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives 
birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” (James 1:14–15, ESV) 
Reflection: Temptation is not the same as sin, but it becomes sin when we indulge our desires. God is not the source of 
temptation, our own hearts are. Instead of letting desire drag us toward destruction, we can seek God’s transforming grace. 
Application Question: Where are you most vulnerable to temptation, and how will you respond differently? 
Possible Answer: I’m vulnerable to anger and harsh words. I need to ask forgiveness from those I’ve hurt, ask God to cleanse 
me, and trust Him to make me more like Christ. 
Prayer Response: Father, guard my heart against sinful desires. Forgive me for where I have failed, and by Your Spirit, make me 
more like Jesus in my thoughts, words, and actions. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
(Sources: James 1:13–15; Ephesians 4:31–32; John Owen, Overcoming Sin and Temptation (Crossway, 2006), 79.) 
 
Friday – God’s Goodness and the Crown of Life 
Key Verse: “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change.” (James 1:17, ESV) 
Reflection: While trials and temptations shift like shadows, God’s character never changes. He is the source of every good gift, 
including salvation in Christ. Those who remain steadfast in love for God will receive the crown of life. 
Application Question: How can remembering God’s goodness help you resist sin and remain steadfast in trials? 
Possible Answer: By reminding myself that God always gives what is best; His goodness is greater than anything sin promises. 
Prayer Response: Gracious Father, thank You for Your unchanging goodness. Help me treasure Your gifts, walk faithfully, and 
look forward to the crown of life You promise. 
(Sources: James 1:16–18; Matthew 7:11; D.A. Carson, Scandalous: The Cross and Resurrection of Jesus (Crossway, 2010), 
102.) 


